Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost

August 30™, 2026
Service Music: ELW, Setting 8 (ELW, page 184)
Year A, Lectionary 22 (ELW, page 46)

The prophet Jeremiah speaks of the incurable
wound of his suffering yet finds in God’s words the
delight of his heart. When Peter doesn’t grasp
Jesus’ words about suffering, Jesus tells the
disciples they will find their lives in losing them.
Such sacrificial love is described by Paul when he
urges us to associate with the lowly and not repay
evil with evil. In worship we gather as a
community that we might offer ourselves for the
sake of our suffering world.

WELCOME!

Guests, we are glad you have joined us today! If you would like to
receive contact from the pastor or welcoming committee following this
worship service, please fill out a card from the pew slot and put it in the
offering plate.

Children’s Church takes place during our worship service. The children
are dismissed after Blessing the Children and brought back to their
families after the Prayers of Intercession.



GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

WELCOME TO WORSHIP - 8:55 a.m.

PRELUDE
The assembly rises in body or spirit at the invitation of the Presiding Minister.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism,
as the presiding minister begins.

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, = one God, whose compassion endures
forever. C: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin to God and look to God for mercy.
Silence is kept for reflection.

P: Compassionate God, C: We confess to you all our sins. Our
burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. In your mercy, call
us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. Restore
us to dwell in your peace.

P: Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying
heavy burdens, and | will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. C: Amen.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE: Setting 8, Page 187 (not hymn number)
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P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. C: And also with you.

P: Christ is in our midst. C: He is and ever shall be.



GATHERING HYMN ELW 526 God is Here
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray.
C: O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of

suffering for the sake of the world. Humble us by his example,
point us to the path of obedience, and give us strength to follow
your commands, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

The assembly is seated.

BLESSING FOR NEW BEGINNINGS

Justina Pessein
Wartburg Theological Seminary, Master of Divinity




BLESSING OF THE CHILDREN
This Little Light of Mine

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 15:15-21

>0 Lorb, you know; remember me and visit me,
and bring down retribution for me on my persecutors.
In your forbearance do not take me away;
know that on your account | suffer insult.

" Your words were found, and | ate them,
and your words became to me a joy
and the delight of my heart, for | am called by your name,

O Lorp, God of hosts.

'] did not sit in the company of merrymakers,
nor did | rejoice; under the weight of your hand | sat alone,
for you had filled me with indignation.

"8 \Why is my pain unceasing, my wound incurable,
refusing to be healed? Truly, you are to me like a deceitful brook,
like waters that fail.

" Therefore thus says the Loro: If you turn back, | will take you back,
and you shall stand before me. If you utter what is precious and
not what is worthless, you shall serve as my mouth. It is they who
will turn to you, not you who will turn to them.

20 And | will make you to this people a fortified wall of bronze; they will
fight against you, but they shall not prevail over you, for | am with
you to save you and deliver you, says the Loro.

2! | will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked
and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless.

A: Word of God, word of life. C: Thanks be to God.




PSALMODY: Psalm 26:1-8 (read responsively)

D& .
e =
| [ 7~ [ | [ |

) ~—— e I !
Your love is be - fore my eyes; I  have walked

0 & . ,

[ A . ITHP | f T N f | I | Il |

73 S R N IV R N N Y L i

l\j/ 1 I 1 P 1 al Il |
faith - ful - ly, faith - ful - ly with you.

"Vindicate me, O Lorob, for | have lived with integrity;
| have trusted in the Loro and have not faltered.
2 Test me, O Loro, and try me; examine my heart and my mind.
3For your steadfast love is before my eyes;
| have walked faithfully with you.
*I have not sat with the worthless,
nor do | consort with the deceitful. [R]
*| have hated the company of evildoers;
| will not sit down with the wicked.
®| will wash my hands in innocence, O Loro,
that | may go in procession round your altar,
"singing aloud a song of thanksgiving
and recounting all your wonderful deeds.
8 Loro, | love the house in which you dwell
and the place where your glory abides. [R]

SECOND READING: Romans 12:9-21

¥ Let love be genuine; hate what is evil; hold fast to what is good; " love
one another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor.
Do not lag in zeal; be ardent in spirit; serve the Lord. "2 Rejoice in
hope; be patient in affliction; persevere in prayer. " Contribute to the
needs of the saints; pursue hospitality to strangers.




" Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them.
"> Rejoice with those who rejoice; weep with those who weep. ™ Live in
harmony with one another; do not be arrogant, but associate with the
lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. ' Do not repay anyone evil
for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. ® If it is
possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. ™ Beloved,
never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God, for it is
written, “Vengeance is mine; | will repay, says the Lord.” 2 Instead, “if
your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them
something to drink, for by doing this you will heap burning coals on their
heads.” ' Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.
A: Word of God, word of life. C: Thanks be to God.

The assembly rises in body or spirit to welcome the gospel.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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P: The holy gospel according to St. Matthew 16:21-28
C: Glory to you, O Lord.



2! From that time on, [after Peter confessed that Jesus was the
Messiah,] Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to
Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and
chief priests and scribes and be killed and on the third day be raised.

22 And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God
forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you.” % But he turned and said
to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me, for you are
setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.”

2 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any wish to come after me, let
them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. » For
those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life
for my sake will find it.  For what will it profit them if they gain the whole
world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their life?

2“For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his
Father, and then he will repay everyone for what has been done. % Truly
| tell you, there are some standing here who will not taste death before
they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly is seated.
SERMON

The assembly rises in body or spirit to sing the Hymn of the Day.



HYMN OF THE DAY: ELW 798 Will You Come and Follow Me?
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grown in you and  you in me?”
pray’t in you and  you in me?”
mean  in you and  you in me?”
sound in you and  you in me?”
grow  in you and  you in me.

APOSTLES’ CREED

A: In prayer and devotion, we confess our faith with the whole church.
C: | believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth. | believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PEACE

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.

Share the peace of Christ with one another by shaking hands or with a
word or sign of Christ’s peace.

The assembly is seated.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Prayer Refrain
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Lord, lis-ten to your chil-dren pray-ing, Lord, send your Spir-it in this place;

Lord, lis-ten to your chil-dren pray -ing, send us love, send us pow’r, send us grace.

A: With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church,
those in need, and all of God’s creation.

A: For the church in every land, that its mission and ministry is anchored
in the love of Christ. When threats or challenges arise, teach us to take
up our cross and follow you in faith.

A: For the well-being of your creation, that all that lives and grows on
the earth may thrive. Bring relief to areas ravaged by droughts, floods,
fires, storms, and other disasters.

C: From our hearts, in our need, we pray to you.

Prayer Refrain

A: For the nations and all in authority, that they seek to live in peace
with one another. Bless the work of international and diplomatic
organizations and all who work to bring peace to a world scarred by
violence. We pray for peace in Ukraine, Venezuela, Iran and the
surrounding region. Keep safe those whose duty it is to protect others,
especially, Anthony, Chris, Eli, Nathan, and Tyler.

A: For all those in need, that they be satisfied. Ensure all your children
have safe access to food, water, shelter, and medical care. Bring
healing to all who bear wounds in body, mind, and spirit in our
congregation®. We also pray for friends and family of our congregation,
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especially Amanda, Annette & Rick, Brenda, Donna, Drew, Elliot,
Emmett, Hattie, Jack, Jane, Jason, Jim, John, John, Karen, Larry,
Lylah, Mark, Michelle, Pat, Phil, Rashad, Stacy, Steve, and Wally.

C: From our hearts, in our need, we pray to you.
Prayer Refrain

A: For the congregation gathered here to serve you, that they remain
strong in faith and united in purpose. Guide our committees, study
groups, and other meetings toward honesty and humility, always
seeking genuine love.

A: For the faithful departed, that their witness continues to strengthen
and guide the church. Renew our hope in your promises in this life and
the life to come. We thank you for Nikolai, whom we commemorate**
this week. C: From our hearts, in our need, we pray to you.

Prayer Refrain

A: Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All
this we ask in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. C: Amen.

*See page 24 for congregational members, friends and family of our
congregation, and those whose duty it is to protect others.
**See page 22 for commemorations.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
OFFERING
Your offering may be placed in the plate as it is passed. We thank all
who support God’s ministry here and in the world.

Stand as the offering is presented at the rail.



PRESENTATION OF GIFTS: ELW 185 Create in Me
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A: Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us
take heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can
taste your abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus,

through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. C: Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING

P: The Lord be with you. C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts. C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ. You reveal your glory to the world
through the way of the cross. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with
the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and
join their unending hymn:
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P: O God most mighty, O God most merciful, O God our rock and our
salvation, hear us as we praise, call us to your table, grant us your life.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

P: Remembering, therefore, his death and resurrection, we await the
day when Jesus shall return to free all the earth from the bonds of
slavery and death. Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, Amen.
C: Amen.

P: Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, to fill the hearts of all who share
this bread and cup with courage and wisdom to pursue love and justice
in all the world. Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church say, Amen.
C: Amen.

P: Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus,
by your Spirit, in your church, without end. C: Amen.

P. Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, we pray as Jesus taught us.

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us
this day our daily bread. Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.



INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P: Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!
All are welcome here. C: Thanks be to God.

The assembly is seated.

Come, for Christ invites you. Communion today will be distributed at the altar
rail (please stand or kneel, as you are comfortable), the ushers will direct you
forward to receive the bread (which is gluten-free) and cup either wine (red)
or grape juice (white).

Lamb of God
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world, grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God.



COMMUNION HYMN: 482 | Come with Joy
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strang - ers now are friends, and strang - ers now are friends.
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love that makes us one, the love that makes us one.
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COMMUNION HYMN: ELW 472 Eat this Bread
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“Eat this bread, drink this cup, come to me and nev-er be hun-gry.
or Je - sus Christ, bread of life,  those who come fo you will not hun - ger.
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The assembly rises in body or spirit at the invitation of the presiding
minister.
COMMUNION BLESSING

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and
preserve you in eternal life. C: Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A: Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts
are filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we,
through this holy meal, may share your love freely, as you have shared
with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing
us now and forever. C: Amen

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

SENDING BLESSING: P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s
face shine on you with grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with
favor and + give you peace. Amen.




SENDING HYMN: ELW 879 For the Beauty of the Earth
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1 For the beau-ty of the earth, for the beau-ty of the skies,
2 For the won-der of each hour of the day and of the night,
3 For the joy of ear and eye, for the heart and mind’s de - light,
4 For the joy of hu-man love, broth-er, sis - ter, par - ent, child,
5 For each  per-fect gift of thine, peace on earth and joy in heav'n;
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for the love which from our birth o -ver and a-round wus lies:
hill  and wvale and tree and flow’r, sun and moon and stars  of light:
for the mys-tic har-mo-ny link-ing sense to sound and sight:
friendson  earth and friends a - bove; for all gen - tle thoughts and mild:
for thy - self, best gift di-vine, to our world so free - ly givin:
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Christ, our  God, to thee we raise this our sac-ri-fice of  praise.
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P: Go in peace. Share the good news!
C: Thanks be to God!

ANNOUNCEMENTS

After the service! Light for the Journey: Praying & Planning for the
Children in Our Church - See bulletin insert for more details.

9/12 8:00 a.m. Men’s Prayer Breakfast

9/13 10:00 a.m. Coffee & Conversation - Following the Sunday
morning service, we will hold Coffee & Conversation in the Lower Level.
Conversation is facilitated by Vicar Bryce. This is a time to process with
others what is going on in the world, what is going on in our lives, and
how we might respond faithfully as people of Christian faith. No sign-up
needed. All are welcome to come.

9/20 10:00 a.m. Nativity Planning Meeting - Stay after the service and
help plan for our Annual Nativity!

9/27 Quad City Marathon - The QC Marathon will be running across
the 74 Bridge, so please plan accordingly when leaving to attend the
9AM service.

Attendance last week:
Saturday: 33 Sunday: 55 YouTube: 9  Total: 97

Year to Date Financial Summary:
Contributions: $126,511.81 Spending: $121,616.26 Balance: $4,895.55

Birthdays this week: 8/31 Joleen Bakken 8/31 Judie Brooks
8/31 Fritz Voss

Anniversaries this week: 9/3 Jay & Judie Brooks
9/5 Heather & Bradley Malli
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Flowers this week: The flowers today are given by Jay & Judie Brooks
for their 60" Wedding Anniversary!

We livestream our services on YouTube each week to help
us worship together and stay connected even when we are
not at full health or out of town!
YouTube Link:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCzjnqGF4g QWtn 12SgpL5Q

COMMEMORATIONS:
Nikolai Frederik Severin Grundtvig, bishop, renewer of the church,
died 1872. Wednesday, September 2, 2026
Grundtvig was, with Sgren Kierkegaard, one of the two great Danish
theologians of the nineteenth century. As a pastor, he battled the
prevalent idea that Christianity was more a philosophy than divine
revelation. He wrote over a thousand hymns.

Worship Assistants

August 30 9:00 AM Worship

Presider Vicar Bryce Hewlett, SAM
Assisting Minister Shirley Richlen

Reader Judy Larson

Acolyte Dex Hewlett

Organist Maddy Beck

Ushers Ron Mekalson & Kelly Crooks
Altar Guild Pat Larson

September 6 9:00 AM Worship

Presider Vicar Bryce Hewlett, SAM
Assisting Minister Tom Sladky

Reader Jason Forari

Acolyte Jude Hewlett

Music Minister Steve Abel

Ushers Pat Larson & Ellen Hogbin
Altar Guild Shirley Richlen & Judie Brooks


https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCzjnqGF4g_QWtn_I2SqpL5Q
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCzjnqGF4g_QWtn_I2SqpL5Q
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Prayers for Healing and Support

Congregational Members
Ed Arp, Bev Chappen, Sandy Henry,

Frieda Houldsworth, Jeryl Krumbholz, Jim Krumbholz,
Mary Meumann, LaVonne Mienke, Shirley Niewald

Family and Friends
Amanda (friend of Melissa), Annette & Rick (Steve & Sue Miller & Pat

Sorenson’s sister & brother-in-law), Brenda (Friend of Janene
Anderson), Donna (Ed Arp’s sister), Drew (Pat Larson’s friend), Elliot
(Gary and Eunice Grell's great grandson), Emmett (friend of Diana
Worley), Hattie (Frieda’s sister), Jack (family of Martens/Schmidts),
Jane (friend of Deb Crooks), Jason (Sherry Germanio’s son), Jim (Pat
Larson’s nephew), John (Pat Larson’s brother), John (Frieda’s
nephew), Karen (Shirley’s Aunt),

Larry (family of Doug Larson), Lylah (friend of Noa),

Mark (friend of Jason Forari),

Michelle (friend of Joleen & Erik Bakken),

Pat (Judy Larson’s Sister-in-Law), Phil (Steve Miller and Pat
Sorensen’s brother), Rashad (friend of Deb Crooks), Stacy (Fritz’ son’s
cousin), Steve (friends of St. James), Wally (Frieda’s nephew)

Those Whose Duty it is to Protect Others
Anthony Karasek (Judy Larson’s great nephew)

LT. Chris Tribble USN (Erik & Joleen Bakken’s friend).
CPT Eli Smith (Jerry and Myrna Mattly’s grandson)
Nathan Pearson USAF (Jenna & Kane Schmidt’s friend)
Tyler McLaughlin, First Responder (Family of Pat Larson)




September 2026
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday
8/30 8/31 1 2 8 4 5
9AM Worship 6-8PM Food 9-11AM 5PM Worship
Pantry Food Pantry
10AM Light
for the
Journey Mtg.
6 7 8 9 10 1" 12
9AM Worship | 4PM Social 4PM Property | 6-8PM Food 9-11AM 8AM Men'’s
Ministry Mtg. Mtg. Pantry Food Pantry Prayer
10AM Breakfast
Friendly Labor Day 6:30PM 1AM
Visitors Mtg. Office Closed | Christian Ed. Service at 5PM Worship
Mtg. BHCC
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
9AM Worship 1PM Sarah 6-8PM Food 9-11AM 5PM Worship
Circle Pantry Food Pantry
10AM Coffee
& Convo. 11AM
Service at
BHCC
11:30AM
GANG
2:30PM
BINGO at
BHCC
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
9AM Worship 6-8PM Food 9-11AM 5PM Worship
Pantry Food Pantry
10AM Nativity
Planning Mtg.
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