
 
 

Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
June 21st, 2026 

Service Music: ELW, Setting 8 (ELW, page 184) 
Year A, Lectionary 12 (ELW, page 40) 

 
 

              
God does not promise that the path of 
the disciple will be easy. Jeremiah 
feels the pain of rejection from those 
who do not want to hear what he has 
to say. Jesus declares that his words 
may bring stark division. Even so, we 
need not be afraid for God accounts 
for each hair on our heads. Though 
we may experience rejection, 
frustration, division, and death, God’s 
grace and love make us a new 

creation each day. Marked with the cross and filled with holy food, we 
are sent from worship to witness to Christ in the world. 

 

WELCOME! 
Guests, we are glad you have joined us today! If you would like to 
receive contact from the pastor or welcoming committee following this 
worship service, please fill out a card from the pew slot and put it in the 
offering plate.  
 

Children’s Church takes place during our worship service. The children 
are dismissed after Blessing the Children and brought back to their 
families after the Prayers of Intercession. 
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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
 

WELCOME TO WORSHP – 8:55 a.m. 
PRELUDE 
 

The assembly rises in body or spirit to face the Processional Cross. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, 
as the presiding minister begins. 
 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
whose compassion endures forever. C: Amen. 
 

P: Let us confess our sin to God and look to God for mercy.  
Silence is kept for reflection. 
P: Compassionate God, 
C: we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we 
cannot free ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your 
yoke is easy and your burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your 
peace. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen. 
 

P: Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying 
heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.” In the name of God, 
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. C: Amen. 
 

This Is the Feast
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GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. C: And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  
P: Let us pray. 
C: Teach us, good Lord God, to serve you as you deserve, to give 
and not to count the cost, to fight and not to heed the wounds, to 
toil and not to seek for rest, to labor and not to ask for reward, 
except that of knowing that we do your will, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

The assembly is seated. 
 
 

BLESSING OF THE CHILDREN 
 

This Little Light of Mine 
 

WORD 
 

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 20:7-13 
 7 O LORD, you have enticed me, 
  and I was enticed; 
 you have overpowered me, 
  and you have prevailed. 
 I have become a laughingstock all day long; 
  everyone mocks me. 
 8 For whenever I speak, I must cry out; 
  I must shout, “Violence and destruction!” 
 For the word of the LORD has become for me 
  a reproach and derision all day long. 
 9 If I say, “I will not mention him 
  or speak any more in his name,” 
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 then within me there is something like a burning fire 
  shut up in my bones; 
 I am weary with holding it in, and I cannot. 
 10 For I hear many whispering: “Terror is all around! 
 Denounce him! Let us denounce him!” 
  All my close friends are watching for me to stumble. 
 “Perhaps he can be enticed, 
  and we can prevail against him 
  and take our revenge on him.” 
 11 But the LORD is with me like a terrifying warrior; 
  therefore my persecutors will stumble, 
  and they will not prevail. 
 They will be greatly shamed, for they will not succeed. 
 Their eternal dishonor will never be forgotten. 
 12 O LORD of hosts, you test the righteous; 
  you see the heart and the mind; 
 let me see your retribution upon them, 
  for to you I have committed my cause. 
 13 Sing to the LORD; praise the LORD! 
 For he has delivered the life of the needy 
  from the hands of evildoers. 
Word of God, word of life. C: Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALMODY: Psalm 69:7-18 (read responsively with refrain) 

 
 7 Surely, for your sake I have suffered reproach, 
  and shame has covered my face. 
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8 I have become a stranger to my own kindred, 
  an alien to my mother’s children. 
 9 Zeal for your house has eaten me up; 
  the scorn of those who scorn you has fallen upon me. 
 10 I humbled myself with fasting, 
  but that was turned to my reproach. [R] 
 11 I put on sackcloth also, and became a byword among them. 
 12 Those who sit at the gate murmur against me, 
  and the drunkards make songs about me. 
 13 But as for me, this is my prayer to you, at the time you have set, 
O LORD: 
  “In your great mercy, O God, answer me with your unfailing help. 
 14 Save me from the mire; do not let me sink; 
  let me be rescued from those who hate me and out of the deep 
waters. [R] 
 15 Let not the torrent of waters wash over me, neither let the deep 
swallow me up; do not let the pit shut its mouth upon me.  
16 Answer me, O LORD, for your love is kind; 
  in your great compassion, turn to me. 
 17 Hide not your face from your servant; 
  be swift and answer me, for I am in distress. 
 18 Draw near to me and redeem me; 
  because of my enemies deliver me. [R] 
 

SECOND READING: Romans 6:1b-11 
1b Should we continue in sin in order that grace may increase? 2 By no 
means! How can we who died to sin go on living in it? 3 Do you not 
know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized 
into his death? 4 Therefore we were buried with him by baptism into 



7 
 
death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of 
the Father, so we also might walk in newness of life. 
  5 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will 
certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. 6 We know that 
our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be 
destroyed, so we might no longer be enslaved to sin. 7 For whoever has 
died is freed from sin. 8 But if we died with Christ, we believe that we 
will also live with him. 9 We know that Christ, being raised from the 
dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over 
him. 10 The death he died, he died to sin once for all, but the life he 
lives, he lives to God. 11 So you also must consider yourselves dead to 
sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
A: Word of God, word of life. C: Thanks be to God. 
 
The assembly rises in body or spirit to welcome the gospel.  
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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GOSPEL  
P: The holy gospel according to St. Matthew 10:24-39 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
[Jesus said to the twelve:] 24 “A disciple is not above the teacher nor a 
slave above the master; 25 it is enough for the disciple to be like the 
teacher and the slave like the master. If they have called the master of 
the house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign those of his 
household! 
  26 “So have no fear of them, for nothing is covered up that will not be 
uncovered and nothing secret that will not become known. 27 What I say 
to you in the dark, tell in the light, and what you hear whispered, 
proclaim from the housetops. 28 Do not fear those who kill the body but 
cannot kill the soul; rather, fear the one who can destroy both soul and 
body in hell. 29 Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of 
them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. 30 And even the hairs 
of your head are all counted.  
31 So do not be afraid; you are of more value than many sparrows. 
 32 “Everyone, therefore, who acknowledges me before others, I also 
will acknowledge before my Father in heaven, 33 but whoever denies 
me before others, I also will deny before my Father in heaven. 
  34 “Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have 
not come to bring peace but a sword. 
 35 For I have come to set a man against his father, 
 and a daughter against her mother, 
 and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law, 
 36 and one’s foes will be members of one’s own household. 
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37 “Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, 
and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of 
me, 38 and whoever does not take up the cross and follow me is not 
worthy of me. 39 Those who find their life will lose it, and those who lose 
their life for my sake will find it.” 
P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
The assembly is seated. 
 
SERMON 
The assembly rises in body or spirit to sing the Hymn of the Day. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY: ELW 798 Will You Come and Follow Me? 
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APOSTLES’ CREED  
A: In prayer and devotion, we confess our faith with the whole church. 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 
earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;  
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 

PEACE  
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.  
C: And also with you.   
 

Share the peace of Christ with one another by shaking hands or with a 
word or sign of Christ’s peace. 
 

The assembly is seated. 
 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A: Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and 
the needs of the world. 
 

A: Life-giving God, you have called your people to lose their lives for 
Jesus’ sake. Strengthen your church to follow you in the face of 
difficulty. God of grace, C: hear our prayer. 
 

A: Creator God, you know every sparrow that falls to the ground. 
Protect migrating birds, endangered species, and their natural habitats. 
Empower us to care for your creation.  
God of grace, C: hear our prayer. 
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A: Sovereign God, you call us to act justly and love mercy. Protect 
those pushed to the margins of society to whom we have not shown the 
abounding love of Jesus. Bring an end to oppression and bigotry in all 
forms. Bring peace in war-torn areas, especially Ukraine, Venezuela, 
Iran, and the surrounding region. Keep safe first responders, those 
serving in the military, and those whose duty it is to protect others, 
especially Anthony, Chris, Eli, Nathan, and Tyler.  
God of grace, C: hear our prayer. 
 

A: Sustaining God, you promise to provide for us. Help those living with 
disability. Comfort those experiencing any sort of illness or suffering in 
our congregation. Also comfort friends and family of our congregation, 
especially Amanda, Annette & Rick, Brenda, Donna, Drew, Emmett, 
Hattie, Jason, Karen & Ed, Lylah, Mark, Michelle, Pat, Phil, Sloane, 
Stacy, Stan, Steve, and Wally**. God of grace, C: hear our prayer. 
 

A: Empowering God, strengthen us to live out our diverse callings. We 
pray especially for fathers and father figures, that they show your 
compassion and care. We pray for all for whom this day is difficult or 
painful. God of grace, C: hear our prayer. 
 

A: Faithful God, we give thanks for Bert Leder and other saints like 
Onesimos who have claimed their baptismal promises. May we follow 
their example of faith and service. God of grace, C: hear our prayer. 
 

A: Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and 
unspoken prayers to you, O God, through Jesus our Savior. C: Amen. 
 

*See page 23 for congregational members. 
**See page 20 for commemorations. 

MEAL 
OFFERING your offering may be placed in the plate as it is passed. We 
thank all who support God’s ministry here and in the world.  
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Stand as the offering is presented at the rail. 
 
PRESENTATION OF GIFTS: ELW 185 Create in Me 

 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
A: Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us 
take heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can 
taste your abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the 
Spirit abiding with us now and forever. C: Amen.  
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P: The Lord be with you. C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and 
in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God. 
You reveal your glory through the way of the cross in your Son Jesus - 
glory undiminished in the incarnation that through his visitation to us all 
created things may be brought to the fullness of your glory. And so, 
with all the choirs of angels, with Onesimos, with the church on earth 
and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn: 
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P: O God most mighty, O God most merciful, O God our rock and our 
salvation, hear us as we praise, call us to your table, grant us your life. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

P: Remembering, therefore, his death and resurrection, we await the 
day when Jesus shall return to free all the earth from the bonds of 
slavery and death. Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, Amen. 
C: Amen. 
  

Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, to fill the hearts of all who share 
this bread and cup with courage and wisdom to pursue love and justice 
in all the world. Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church say, Amen. 
C: Amen. 
  
Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus, 
by your Spirit, in your church, without end. C: Amen. 
 

P. Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, we pray as Jesus taught us.  
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread. Forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.  
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
P: Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast! 
All are welcome here. C: Thanks be to God. 
 

The assembly is seated. 
 

Come, for Christ invites you. Communion today will be distributed at the altar 
rail (please stand or kneel, as you are comfortable), the ushers will direct you 
forward to receive the bread (which is gluten-free) and cup either wine (red) 
or grape juice (white).  
 
Lamb of God 
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COMMUNION HYMN: ELW 513 Listen, God is Calling
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COMMUNION HYMN: ELW 884  
Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow 

 
The assembly rises in body or spirit at the invitation of the presiding 
minister.  
 

COMMUNION BLESSING 
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and 
preserve you in eternal life. C: Amen. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
A: Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine 
our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. 
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love 
freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. C: Amen 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

SENDING BLESSING 
P: Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold 
you today and always. C: Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN: ELW 769 If You but Trust in God to Guide You 
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P: Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 
C: Thanks be to God!  

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Today! Donuts with Dad! – Join us after the service on Father’s Day 
for Donuts with Dad!  
 

July 25th – St. James’ Feast Day Celebration! Join us at Veterans 
Memorial Park from 5:30-10:00PM for a Potluck to Celebrate our 
Church’s namesake! Contact Justina Pessein with questions at 
(563)940-3782. 
 

New Member Service – We will hold a new members service in July. If 
you are interested in becoming a new member, please contact the 
Church Office at (563)355-4161. 
 

Grand Piano – Our new baby grand piano comes to us from the estate 
of Velma Seitz and is donated by her children. A dedication service will 
be held on a date TBD. 
 

Attendance last week:  
Saturday:      Sunday:    YouTube:  Total:  
 

Year to Date Financial Summary: 
Contributions: $96,480 Spending: $86,329.15 Balance: $10,150.98 
 

Birthdays this week: 6/28 Paul Southwell 
 

Anniversaries this week: 6/23 Eric & Jennifer Anderson 
 

Flowers this week: The flowers today are given by Shirley Richlen in 
memory of Denny. 

 
We livestream our services on YouTube each week to help  
us worship together and stay connected even when we are  

not at full health or out of town! 
YouTube Link: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCzjnqGF4g_QWtn_I2SqpL5Q 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCzjnqGF4g_QWtn_I2SqpL5Q
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COMMEMORATIONS: 
Onesimos Nesib, translator, evangelist, died 1931 
Sunday, June 21, 2026 
Onesimos was born in Ethiopia. Captured, enslaved, and taken to 
Eritrea, he was there freed by Swedish missionaries. He translated the 
Bible into his native Oromo and returned to preach there. 
 
John the Baptist 
Wednesday, June 24, 2026 
John said, "[Jesus] must increase, but I must decrease." And so his 
birth is celebrated half a year before Jesus', just as the daylight in the 
northern hemisphere begins to wane. Jesus honored John as being the 
greatest prophet. 
 
Presentation of the Augsburg Confession, 1530 
Thursday, June 25, 2026 
On this day in 1530 the German and Latin editions of the Augsburg 
Confession were presented to the Emperor Charles of the Holy Roman 
Empire. The Augsburg Confession was written by Philipp Melanchthon 
and endorsed by Martin Luther, and consists of a brief summary of 
points in which the reformers saw their teaching as either agreeing with 
or differing from that of the Roman Catholic Church of the time. 
 
Philipp Melanchthon, renewer of the church, died 1560 
Thursday, June 25, 2026 
Though he died on April 19, Philipp Melanchthon is commemorated 
today because of his connection with the Augsburg Confession. 
Colleague and co-reformer with Martin Luther, Melanchthon was a 
brilliant scholar, known as "the teacher of Germany." 
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Cyril, Bishop of Alexandria, died 444 
Saturday, June 27, 2026 
Cyril defended the orthodox teachings about the person of Christ. After 
a conflict involving all of the major Christian leaders of the time, it was 
decided that Cyril's interpretation, that Christ's person included both 
divine and human natures, was correct. 

 

 
Worship Assistants 

 

 
June 21    9:00 AM Worship (Father’s Day) 
Presider     Vicar Bryce Hewlett, SAM 
Assisting Minister    Jason Forari 
Reader    Angie Schmidt 
Acolyte    Eli Pessein 
Music Minister   Steve Abel 
Ushers     Melissa Forari & Anna Forari 
Altar Guild    Ellen Hogbin & Audrey Lovell 
 
June 28    9:00 AM Worship  
Presider     Vicar Bryce Hewlett, SAM 
Assisting Minister    Ellen Hogbin 
Reader    Judie Brooks 
Acolyte    Dex Hewlett  
Organist     Linda Gross 
Ushers     Darryl & Diana Worley 
Altar Guild    Pat Larson 
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Prayers for Healing and Support 
 

Congregational Members 
Ed Arp, Bev Chappen, Maxine Duhm, Sandy Henry,  

Frieda Houldsworth, Jeryl Krumbholz, Jim Krumbholz,  
LaVonne Mienke, Shirley Niewald 

 

Family and Friends 
Amanda (friend of Melissa),  Annette & Rick (Steve & Sue Miller & Pat 

Sorenson’s sister & brother-in-law), Brenda (Friend of Janene 
Anderson), Donna (Ed Arp’s sister),  Drew (Pat Larson’s friend), 

Emmett (friend of Diana Worley), Hattie (Frieda’s sister),  
Jason (Sherry Germanio’s son),  

Karen and Ed (Shirley’s Aunt and Uncle), Larry (family of Doug 
Larson), Lylah (friend of Noa),  

Mark (friend of Jason Forari), Michelle (friend of Joleen & Erik 
Bakken), Pat (Judy Larson’s Sister-in-Law), Paul & Joanne (family of 

Pat Larson), Phil (Steve Miller and Pat Sorensen’s brother),  
Sloane (friend of Deb Crooks),  

Stacy (Fritz’ son’s cousin), Stan (relative of Fritz Voss),  
Steve (friend of Pat Larson),  

Wally (Frieda’s nephew) 
 

Those Whose Duty it is to Protect Others 
Anthony Karasek (Judy Larson’s great nephew) 

LT. Chris Tribble USN (Erik & Joleen Bakken’s friend). 
CPT Eli Smith (Jerry and Myrna Mattly’s grandson) 

Nathan Pearson USAF (Jenna & Kane Schmidt’s friend) 
Tyler McLaughlin, First Responder (Family of Pat Larson) 

 

In Memoriam 
Bert Leder 
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June / July 2026 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
9AM Worship 
 

10AM Donuts 
with Dad 
 

10:15AM 
Council Mtg. 
 

Father’s Day 

 12-4PM 
Quilting 

6-8PM Food  
Pantry 

9-11AM 
Food  
Pantry 
 

 5PM Worship 

28 29 30 7/1 7/2 7/3 7/4 
9AM Worship 
 
11AM Dixon 
Service 

  6-8PM Food  
Pantry 

9-11AM 
Food  
Pantry 
 
11AM 
Service at 
BHCC 

 No worship 
due to 
holiday  
 
 
 
 
4th of July 

7/5 7/6 7/7 7/8 7/9 7/10 7/11 

9AM Worship 4PM Social 
Ministry Mtg. 

 6-8PM Food  
Pantry 

9-11AM 
Food  
Pantry 
 
11AM 
Service at 
BHCC 

 5PM Worship 

7/12 7/13 7/14 7/15 7/16 7/17 7/18 

9AM Worship 
 
10AM Coffee 
& Convo 

 4PM Property 
Mtg. 
 
6PM Christian 
Ed. Mtg. 

6-8PM Food  
Pantry 

9-11AM 
Food  
Pantry 
 
11:30AM 
GANG 
 
2:30PM 
BINGO at 
BHCC 

 5PM Worship 

 


