
 
Fifth Sunday of Eastertide  

May 3rd, 2026 
Service Music: ELW, Setting 3 (ELW, page 138) 

Year A, Easter 5 (ELW, page 34) 
 

                              
As we continue to celebrate the 
fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel 
includes Jesus’ promise that he 
goes to prepare a place for his 
followers in his Father’s house. Our 
baptism commissions us to share 
Jesus’ mission in the world. As 1 
Peter reminds us, we are a holy 
people, called to proclaim the one 
who called us out of darkness into 
light. In words and deeds, we bear 

witness to the risen Christ—our way, our truth, our life. 
 

WELCOME! 
Guests, we are glad you have joined us today! If you would like to 
receive contact from the pastor or welcoming committee following this 
worship service, please fill out a card from the pew slot and put it in 
the offering plate.  
 
Children’s Church takes place during our worship service. The 
children are dismissed after Blessing the Children and brought back 
to their families after the Prayers of Intercession. 
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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

The assembly rises at the invitation of the presiding minister. 
 

WELCOME TO WORSHP – 8:55 a.m. 
PRELUDE 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
 

The assembly rises at the invitation of the presiding minister. 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, 
as the presiding minister begins. 
 
 

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen. C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

P: Baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection, and called to live the 
baptized life, we give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 
 

P: Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to 
come. We thank you for the waters that nourish us. Blessed are you. 
C: You give us springs of living water. 
 

P: Jesus Christ, we give you thanks for your life-giving death and 
resurrection. We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. 
Blessed are you. C: You give us springs of living water. 
 

P: Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. 
Break down barriers that divide us. 
Fill us with the breath of peace. Blessed are you. 
C: You give us springs of living water. 
 

P: Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, 
and for making us a new creation. We join with saints and angels, 
giving you honor and praise, now and forever. C: Amen.   

P: Christ is in our midst! C: He is and ever shall be. 
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GATHERING HYMN ELW 377 Alleluia, Jesus is Risen 
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GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. C: And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
P: Let us pray. 
C: Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, 
and the life. Give us grace to love one another, to follow in the 
way of his commandments, and to share his risen life with all the 
world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

The assembly is seated. 
 

BLESSING OF THE CHILDREN 
 

This Little Light of Mine 
 

WORD 
 

FIRST READING: Acts 7:55-60 
55 Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the 
glory of God and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56 “Look,” 
he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at 
the right hand of God!” 57 But they covered their ears, and with a loud 
shout all rushed together against him. 58 Then they dragged him out of 
the city and began to stone him, and the witnesses laid their coats at 
the feet of a young man named Saul. 59 While they were stoning 
Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 Then he knelt 
down and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against 
them.” When he had said this, he died. 
A: Word of God, word of life. C: Thanks be to God. 
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PSALMODY: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 (read responsively with refrain) 

 
 1 In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to 
shame; 
  deliver me in your righteousness. 2 Incline your ear to me; make 
haste to deliver me. 
 3 Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my 
crag and my stronghold; for the sake of your name, lead me and 
guide me. [R] 
 4 Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, 
  for you are my tower of strength.   
 5 Into your hands I commend my spirit, 
  for you have redeemed me, O LORD, God of truth. [R] 
 15 My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand of my 
enemies, and from those who persecute me. 
 16 Let your face shine upon your servant; 
  save me in your steadfast love.” [R] 
 
SECOND READING: 1 Peter 2:2-10 
2 Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it 
you may grow into salvation 3 if indeed you have tasted that the Lord 
is good. 
  4 Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet 
chosen and precious in God’s sight, and 5 like living stones let 
yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to 
offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 For 
it stands in scripture: “See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone 
chosen and precious, and whoever believes in him will not be put to 
shame.” 
7 This honor, then, is for you who believe, but for those who do not 
believe, “The stone that the builders rejected has become the very 
head of the corner,” 8 and “A stone that makes them stumble and a 
rock that makes them fall.” They stumble because they disobey the 
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word, as they were destined to do. 9 But you are a chosen people, a 
royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you 
may proclaim the excellence of him who called you out of darkness 
into his marvelous light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you 
are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you 
have received mercy.  
A: Word of God, word of life. C: Thanks be to God. 
 

The assembly rises in body or spirit to welcome the gospel.  
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
GOSPEL  
P: The holy gospel according to St. John 14:1-14 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. 
Believe in God; believe also in me. 2 In my Father’s house there are 
many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go 
to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I 
will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there 
you may be also. 4 And you know the way to the place where I am 
going.” 5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are 
going. How can we know the way?” 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way 
and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through  
me. 7 If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you 
do know him and have seen him.” 
  8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be 
satisfied.” 9 Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you all this time, 
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Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen 
the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Do you not 
believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words 
that I say to you I do not speak on my own, but the Father who dwells 
in me does his works. 11 Believe me that I am in the Father and the 
Father is in me, but if you do not, then believe because of the works 
themselves. 12 Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will 
also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than 
these, because I am going to the Father. 13 I will do whatever you ask 
in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If in my 
name you ask me for anything, I will do it.” 
P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, oh Christ. 
 
The assembly is seated. 
 
SERMON 
 

 
The assembly rises in body or spirit to sing the Hymn of the Day. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY: ELW 367 Now all the Vault of Heaven Resounds
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APOSTLES’ CREED  
A: In prayer and devotion, we confess our faith with the whole church. 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 
earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who 
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried;  
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I 
believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 

PEACE  
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.  
C: And also with you.   
 

Share the peace of Christ with one another by shaking hands or with 
a word or sign of Christ’s peace. 
 

The assembly is seated. 
 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A: Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem 
our broken world, let us pray for the needs of all creation. 
 

A: God of glory, you have built your church on Christ the cornerstone. 
Inspire lay leaders, deacons, pastors, and bishops to proclaim 
forgiveness and your steadfast love to all whom they encounter. 
Merciful God, C: receive our prayer. 
 

A: God of majesty, you bring forth plants and animals, skies and seas, 
mountains and valleys. Protect all you have made from the ravages of 
pollution and climate disaster. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer. 
 

A: God of mercy, you intend governments to be instruments of peace 
and justice. Guide political leaders and organizations to be agents of 
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compassion, and raise up advocates for those who seek refuge and 
assistance. Bring peace to war zones and places of conflict, 
especially Ukraine, Venezuela, Iran, and the surrounding region. 
We pray for the safety of first responders, those serving in the military, 
and those whose duty it is to protect others, especially Anthony, 
Chris, Eli, Nathan, and Tyler. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer. 
 

A: God of well-being, you soothe those in distress, console all who 
grieve, provide for any in need, and comfort those who are sick. We 
pray for those in our congregation, especially Bev, Ed, Frieda, Jeryl, 
Jim, LaVonne, Maxine, Sandy and those who are family and friends 
of our congregation, especially, Amanda, Annette & Rick, Brenda, 
Donna, Drew, Emmett, Hattie, Karen & Ed, Lylah, Mark, Michelle, 
Phil, Sloane, Stan, Steve, and Wally. Instill caregivers with a sense 
of purpose to be your healing hands in this world. 
Merciful God, C: receive our prayer. 
 

A: God of community, you call us together as your people for mutual 
support and to witness to your love in the world. Make your presence 
known among those unable to attend worship today. 
Merciful God, C: receive our prayer. 
 

A: God of eternal life, you have prepared dwelling places for your 
people, so that we are never separated from you. We give you thanks 
for the faithful departed who witnessed to your mighty acts in word 
and deed, especially Monica, Julian, Victor, and Nicolaus, whom 
we will *commemorate this week. Merciful God, C: receive our 
prayer. 
A: God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim 
the good news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our 
risen Savior. C: Amen. 
 

*see announcements for commemorations. 
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MEAL 
OFFERING your offering may be placed in the plate as it is passed. 
We thank all who support God’s ministry here and in the world.  
 
 

Stand as the offering is presented at the rail. 
 
PRESENTATION OF GIFTS: ELW 186 Create in Me 

 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
A: Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you 
glory. You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day 
when we will hunger and thirst no more. Nourish us with the body and 
blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may follow us and bless the 
world you love. In the name of Jesus, C: Amen.  
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful 
God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true 
Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying 
has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And 
so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter, and all the witnesses of the 
resurrection, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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P: Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting 
and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 
  

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from 
death to life as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 
O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us 
and on these gifts of bread and wine. Grace our table with your 
presence. C: Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

P: Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. 
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. Send us forth, burning 
with justice, peace, and love. 
C: Come, Holy Spirit. 
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With your holy ones of all times and places, 
with the earth and all its creatures, with sun and moon and stars, 
we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. 
 

 
P. Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, we pray as Jesus taught us.  
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread. Forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.  
 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
P: Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord. 
All are welcome here. C: Thanks be to God. 
 

The assembly is seated. 
 

Come, for Christ invites you. Communion today will be distributed at the 
altar rail (please stand or kneel, as you are comfortable), the ushers will 
direct you forward to receive the bread (which is gluten-free) and cup either 
wine (red) or grape juice (white).  
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Lamb of God

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



16 
 
COMMUNION HYMN: ELW 477 I Received the Living God

 

 
 

COMMUNION HYMN: ELW 471 Let Us Break Bread Together 
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The assembly rises in body or spirit at the invitation of the presiding 
minister.  
 
COMMUNION BLESSING 
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and 
preserve you in eternal life. C: Amen. 
 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
A: Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us 
and are making all things new. Send us now to speak peace to 
anxious hearts, to love our enemies, and to bring your healing to the 
nations. 
In the name of Jesus, C: Amen 
 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
 

SENDING BLESSING 
P: God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the 
firstborn of the dead, and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, ☩ bless 
you now and forever. C: Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN: ELW 380 Hallelujah! Jesus Lives! 

 

 
P: Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia! 
C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

May 4th Blood Drive – Sign up in the Narthex. Contact Freida 
Houldsworth at 563-355-1628 or Janene Anderson at 563-370-8710 
with any questions. 
 

May 9th Men’s Prayer Breakfast at 8:00 a.m.  
 

May 10th Muffins with Moms! Join us after the service on Mother’s 
Day for muffins in the Lower Level! 
 

May 12th Photographing God’s Creation at 7:00 p.m. – Please join 
Jay and Judie Brooks for a slideshow presentation of Costa Rica. 
Free will donations accepted. Popcorn and lemonade will be provided 
– all are welcome!  
 

May 16th Mary Meumann’s 90th Birthday Open House  
Location: The Suites in Bettendorf, 2592 Middle Road 
Time: 1:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
RSVP to Jayne (407) 453-4452.  
 

May 21st-22nd Rummage Sale 8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.: – If you would 
like to drop items off for the sale or would like to volunteer to help, 
please contact Judy Larson at 563-340-7902. 
 

Attendance last week:  
Saturday: 22      Sunday: 56 YouTube: 5  Total: 81 
Year to Date Financial Summary: 
Contributions: $64,524.45 Spending: $50,356.55 Balance: $14,167.90 
 

Birthdays this week: 5/4 Jeff Seitz 5/11 Jean Rowe 
 

Anniversaries this week:  There are no anniversaries this week.  
 

Flowers this week: The flowers today are given by Harlan Briggs. 
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SYNOD NEWS 
 

2026 is a bishop 
election year in the  
Southeastern Iowa 
Synod. The Bishop 
serves as the 
Pastor to the 
synod, as the 
Missional Leader of  
the ELCA on the 
territory of the 
synod, as the 
Ambassador of the 
synod with 

ecumenical and global partners, and as the Chief Executive Officer of 
the synod. The process for electing a bishop begins with discernment. 
Pastors discern whether they feel called to this sort of ministry. Voting 
members to the synod assembly discern how the Spirit calls them to 
vote. The whole synod may assist by submitting a question that may 
be asked of bishop candidates at the Assembly. A pre-identification 
process is open through March 22. To learn more or submit a 
question, visit the Bishop Election web page. 

 
 

We livestream our services on YouTube each week to help  
us worship together and stay connected even when we are  

not at full health or out of town! 
Youtube Link: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCzjnqGF4g_QWtn_I2SqpL5Q 
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COMMEMORATIONS: 
Monica, mother of Augustine, died 387 
Monday, May 4, 2026 
Monica was married to a pagan husband who was ill-tempered and 
unfaithful, but whom she helped bring into the Christian faith. She 
repeated the influence on her son Augustine, who went on to become 
one of the greatest church teachers. 
 
Julian of Norwich, renewer of the church, died around 1416 
Friday, May 8, 2026 
When she was about thirty years old, Julian (or Juliana) reported 
visions that she later compiled into a book, Sixteen Revelations of 
Divine Love, now a classic of medieval mysticism. The visions 
declared that love was the meaning of religious experience, provided 
by Christ who is love, for the purpose of love. 
 

 
Victor the Moor, martyr, died 303 (TFF) 
Friday, May 8, 2026 
Also known as Victor Maurus, this native of the northwest African 
nation of Mauritania was a soldier in the Roman Praetorian Guard. 
Under the persecution of Maximian, Victor died for his faith at Milan. 
 
Nicolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf, renewer of the church,  
hymnwriter, died 1760. Saturday, May 9, 2026 
When he was 22, a group of Moravians asked permission to live on 
Zinzendorf's land. He agreed, and eventually worldwide Moravian 
missions emanated from this community. Zinzendorf participated in 
these missions, and is also remembered for writing hymns 
characteristic of his Pietistic faith. 
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Worship Assistants 
 

May 3     9:00 AM Worship 
Presider     Bryce Hewlett, SAM 
Assisting Minister    Shirley Richlen  
Reader    Judy Larson 
Acolyte    Eli Pessein 
Music Minister   Steve Abel 
Ushers     Dee & Darryl Worley 
Altar Guild    Ellen Hogbin & Audrey Lovell 
 
 
May 10    9:00 AM Worship (Mother’s Day) 
Presider     Bryce Hewlett, SAM 
Assisting Minister    Jason Forari 
Reader    Judy Brooks 
Acolyte    Jude Hewlett 
Organist     Linda Gross 
Ushers     Anna Forari & Melissa Forari 
Altar Guild    Ellen Hogbin & Audrey Lovell 
 
May 17    9:00 AM Worship  
Presider     Ellen Hogbin 
Assisting Minister    Tom Sladky 
Reader    Amanda Southwell 
Acolyte    Edi Southwell 
Music Minister   Steve Abel 
Ushers     Ryan Martin & Kelly Crooks 
Altar Guild    Ellen Hogbin & Judie Brooks 
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Prayers for Healing and Support 

Congregational Members 
Ed Arp, Bev Chappen, Maxine Duhm, Sandy Henry,  

Frieda Houldsworth, Jeryl Krumbholz, Jim Krumbholz,  
LaVonne Mienke 

 

Family and Friends 
Amanda (friend of Melissa),  

Annette & Rick (Steve & Sue Miller & Pat Sorenson’s sister  
& brother-in-law), Brenda (Friend of Janene Anderson),  

Donna (Ed Arp’s sister),  
Drew (Pat Larson’s friend), Emmett (friend of Diana Worley),  

Hattie (Frieda’s sister), Karen and Ed (Shirley’s Aunt and Uncle), Lylah 
(friend of Noa), Mark (friend of Jason Forari), Michelle (friend of Joleen 
& Erik Bakken), Phil (Steve Miller and Pat Sorensen’s brother), Sloane 
(friend of Deb Crooks), Stan (relative of Fritz Voss), Steve (friend of Pat 

Larson), Wally (Frieda’s nephew) 
 

Those Whose Duty it is to Protect Others 
Anthony Karasek (Judy Larson’s great nephew) 

LT. Chris Tribble USN (Erik & Joleen Bakken’s friend). 
CPT Eli Smith (Jerry and Myrna Mattly’s grandson) 

Nathan Pearson USAF (Jenna & Kane Schmidt’s friend) 
Tyler McLaughlin, First Responder (Family of Pat Larson) 
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May 2026 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

9AM 
Worship 
 

2:30-5:30PM 
Blood Drive  
 
4PM Social 
Min. Mtg. 

8AM Worship 
& Music Mtg. 

1PM Finance 
Mtg.  
 
6-8PM Food  
Pantry 

9-11AM 
Food  
Pantry 
 

11AM 
Service at 
BHCC 

 8AM Men’s 
Prayer 
Breakfast 
 
5PM 
Worship 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

9AM 
Worship 
 
10AM 
Muffins with 
Moms 

 4PM Property 
Mtg. 
 
7PM 
Photographin
g God’s 
Creation 

6-7PM 
Confirmation  
 
6-8PM Food  
Pantry 

9-11AM 
Food  
Pantry 
 
11AM 
Service at 
BHCC 

 1:30-5:00PM 
Mary 
Meumann 
90th birthday 
open house 
at The Suites 
 

5PM 
Worship 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

9AM 
Worship 
 
10AM 
Council Mtg. 
 
 

8:30-3:30 
Rummage 
Sale Items 
Drop-Off 

8:30-3:30 
Rummage 
Sale Items 
Drop-Off  
 
1PM Sarah 
Circle (in 
conference 
room) 

8:30-3:30 
Rummage 
Sale Items 
Drop-Off  
 
6-8PM Food  
Pantry 

8:30AM - 
3:30PM 
Rummage 
Sale  
 

9-11AM 
Food  
Pantry 
 

11:30AM 
GANG 
 

2:30 BING 
at BHCC 
 

8:30AM - 
3:30PM 
Rummage 
Sale  
 

NO 5PM 
Worship due 
to Pentecost 
& 
Confirmation 
Celebration 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

9AM 
Worship 
 
Feast of 
Pentecost & 
Confirmation 

Memorial 
Day – Office 
Closed 

12-4PM 
Quilting 

6-8PM Food  
Pantry 

9-11AM 
Food  
Pantry 
 
11AM 
Service at 
BHCC 

 5PM 
Worship 

 


