Fourth Sunday of Eastertide

April 26t, 2026
Service Music: ELW, Setting 3 (ELW, page 138)
Year A, Easter 4 (ELW, page 33)

Today is sometimes called “Good
Shepherd Sunday.” Jesus is called
the “gate” of the sheep in today’s
gospel. The risen Christ opens the
way to abundant life. He anoints our
heads with oil and guides us beside
the still waters of our baptism. Each
Sunday he spreads a feast before us amid the world’s violence and
war. We go forth to be signs of the resurrection and extend God’s
tender care to all creation.

WELCOME!

Guests, we are glad you have joined us today! If you would like to
receive contact from the pastor or welcoming committee following this
worship service, please fill out a card from the pew slot and put it in
the offering plate.

Children’s Church takes place during our worship service. The
children are dismissed after Blessing the Children and brought back
to their families after the Prayers of Intercession.



GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

The assembly rises at the invitation of the presiding minister.

WELCOME TO WORSHP - 8:55 a.m.
PRELUDE
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

The assembly rises at the invitation of the presiding minister.

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism,
as the presiding minister begins.

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen. C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

P: Baptized into Christ's death and resurrection, and called to live the
baptized life, we give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

P: Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to
come. We thank you for the waters that nourish us. Blessed are you.
C: You give us springs of living water.

P: Jesus Christ, we give you thanks for your life-giving death and
resurrection. We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow.
Blessed are you. C: You give us springs of living water.

P: Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows.
Break down barriers that divide us.

Fill us with the breath of peace. Blessed are you.

C: You give us springs of living water.

P: Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism,
and for making us a new creation. We join with saints and angels,
giving you honor and praise, now and forever. C: Amen.

P: Christ is in our midst! C: He is and ever shall be.



GATHERING HYMN ELW 604 O Christ, Our Hope
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GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. C: And also with you.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray.

C: O God, your Son makes himself known to all his disciples in
the breaking of bread. Open the eyes of our faith, that we may
see him in his redeeming work, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

The assembly is seated.

BLESSING OF THE CHILDREN
This Little Light of Mine

WORD

FIRST READING: Acts 2:42-47
42[The baptized] devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.

43 Awe came upon everyone because many wonders and signs
were being done through the apostles. 44 All who believed were
together and had all things in common; 45 they would sell their
possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had
need. 46 Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple,
they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous
hearts, 47 praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And
day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being
saved. A: Word of God, word of life. C: Thanks be to God.



PSALMODY: 23 (read responsively with refrain)
Congregational Refrain
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yond my fears, from death in-to life.
' The LORD is my shepherd; | shall not be in want.
2The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures
and leads me beside still waters. [R]
3You restore my soul, O LORD,
and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake.
4Though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death, |
shall fear no evil; for you are with me; your rod and your staff,
they comfort me. [R]
5You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over.
6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of
my life, and | will dwell in the house of the LORD forever. [R]

SECOND READING: 1 Peter 2:19-25
9]t is a commendable thing if, being aware of God, a person endures
pain while suffering unjustly. 20 If you endure when you are beaten for
doing wrong, what credit is that? But if you endure when you do good
and suffer for it, this is a commendable thing before God. 2! For to this
you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving
you an example, so that you should follow in his steps.

22*He committed no sin,

and no deceit was found in his mouth.”

23 \When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered,
he did not threaten, but he entrusted himself to the one who judges
justly. 24 He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that,




having died to sins, we might live for righteousness; by his wounds
you have been healed. % For you were going astray like sheep, but

now you have returned to the shepherd and guardian of your souls.
A: Word of God, word of life. C: Thanks be to God.

The assembly rises in body or spirit to welcome the gospel.
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P: The holy gospel according to St. John 10:1-10

C: Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] ' “Very truly, | tell you, anyone who does not enter the
sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a
bandit. 2 The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the
sheep. 3 The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear
his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them

out. #When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them,
and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. ® They will not
follow a stranger, but they will run from him because they do not know
the voice of strangers.” 6 Jesus used this figure of speech with them,
but they did not understand what he was saying to them.

750 again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, | tell you, | am the gate
for the sheep. 8 All who came before me are thieves and bandits, but
the sheep did not listen to them. °| am the gate. Whoever enters by
me will be saved and will come in and go out and find pasture. © The



thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. | came that they may
have life and have it abundantly.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, oh Christ.

The assembly is seated.

SERMON

The assembly rises in body or spirit to sing the Hymn of the Day.



HYMN OF THE DAY: ELW 502 The King of Love My Shepherd Is
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am his and  he is mine for - ev er.
pas - turcs grow, with food ce - les - tial  feed - cth.
gent - ly laid, and home, re - joic - ing, brought me.
com - fort still; thy cross - fore © guide me.
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5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight; 6 And so, through all the length of days,
thine unction grace bestoweth; thy goodness faileth never.
and, oh, what transport of delight Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise

from thy pure chalice floweth! within thy house forever.



APOSTLES’ CREED

A: In prayer and devotion, we confess our faith with the whole church.
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth. | believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried;

he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. |
believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PEACE
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.

Share the peace of Christ with one another by shaking hands or with
a word or sign of Christ’s peace.

The assembly is seated.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
A: Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem
our broken world, let us pray for the needs of all creation.

A: Shepherding God, draw all people to yourself and lead them in
paths of righteousness. Embolden your church to enter the valleys of
the world and guide us beside the still waters of your grace. We pray
for military and prison chaplains serving near and far.

Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.

A: Creator God, by the resurrection of your Son, show us your
steadfast love and instruct our hearts in your ways. Help us to revere
and protect the wonders of your creation.

Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.
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A: Righteous Judge, strengthen and uphold those who work for justice
and advocate for human rights. Bring an end to oppression and save
us from the temptation of violence or vengeance. Bring peace to war
zones and places of conflict, especially Ukraine, Venezuela, Iran,
and the surrounding region. We pray for the safety of first
responders, those serving in the military, and those whose duty it is to
protect others, especially Anthony, Chris, Eli, Nathan, and Tyler.
Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.

A: Great Physician, walk with those who are grieving, and anoint
those who are ill or injured. We pray for those in our congregation,
especially Bev, Ed, Frieda, Jeryl, Jim, LaVonne, Maxine, Sandy
and those who are family and friends of our congregation, especially,
Amanda, Amelia, Annette & Rick, Brenda, Donna, Drew, Emmett,
Hattie, Karen & Ed, Lylah, Mark, Michelle, Phil, Stan, Steve, and
Wally. Restore them to health of body, mind, and spirit.

Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.

A: Good Shepherd, continually seek us out as lambs of your flock,
and form us into a community where all are honored and cared for.
Spread a feast before us and fill our cups to overflowing.

Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.

A: Living God, we praise you for the saints who have died in faith and
now dwell in your love. We give you thanks for one of our own, Lynn
Chamberlain, who now rests in your presence. We give you thanks
for Catherine, Phillip, James, and Athanasius whom we will
*commemorate this week. At our end, bring us, with them, to our
heavenly home. Merciful God, C: receive our prayer.

A: God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim
the good news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our
risen Savior. C: Amen.

*see announcements for commemorations.
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MEAL

OFFERING your offering may be placed in the plate as it is passed.
We thank all who support God’s ministry here and in the world.

Stand as the offering is presented at the rail.

PRESENTATION OF GIFTS: ELW 186 Create in Me
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A: Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you
glory. You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day
when we will hunger and thirst no more. Nourish us with the body and
blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may follow us and bless the
world you love. In the name of Jesus, C: Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful
God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true
Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying
has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And
so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter, and all the witnesses of the
resurrection, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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P: Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting
and your faithfulness endures from age to age.

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from
death to life as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
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O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us
and on these gifts of bread and wine. Grace our table with your
presence. C: Come, Holy Spirit.

P: Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.

Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. Send us forth, burning
with justice, peace, and love.

C: Come, Holy Spirit.

With your holy ones of all times and places,
with the earth and all its creatures, with sun and moon and stars,
we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever.
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P. Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, we pray as Jesus taught us.
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread. Forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P: Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord.
All are welcome here. C: Thanks be to God.

The assembly is seated.

Come, for Christ invites you. Communion today will be distributed at the
altar rail (please stand or kneel, as you are comfortable), the ushers will
direct you forward to receive the bread (which is gluten-free) and cup either
wine (red) or grape juice (white).

Lamb of God
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sin  of the world; grant us peace.
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COMMUNION HYMN: ELW 789 Savior, Like a Shepherd, Lead Us

1 Sav-ior like a shep-herd lead us; much we need your ten - der care.
2 We are yours; in love be - friend us, be the guard-ian of our way;
3 You have prom-ised to re - ceive us, poor and sin - ful though we be;
4 Ear-ly let us seek your fa - vor, ear -ly let us do your will;
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In  your pleas-ant pas-tures feed us, for our use your fold pre-pare.
keep your flock, fromsin de - fend us, seek us when we go  a-stray.
you have mer-cy to Te-lieve us, grace lo cleanse, and pow’r lo free.
bless -ed Lord and on - ly Sav - ior, with your love our spir - its fill.
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Bless-ed  Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have bought us; we are yours.
Bless-ed  Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, hear us chil - dren when we  pray.
Bless-ed  Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, ear-ly let us turn o you.
Bless-ed  Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have loved us, love us  still.
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Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, car-ly let us turn to you.
Bless-ed  Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have loved us, love us stll
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COMMUNION HYMN: ELW 472 Eat this Bread (sing 3 times)

Refrain
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The assembly rises in body or spirit at the invitation of the presiding
minister.
COMMUNION BLESSING

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and
preserve you in eternal life. C: Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A: Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us
and are making all things new. Send us now to speak peace to
anxious hearts, to love our enemies, and to bring your healing to the
nations. In the name of Jesus, C: Amen
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SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

SENDING BLESSING
P: God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the

firstborn of the dead, and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, F bless
you now and forever. C: Amen.

SENDING HYMN: 774 What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine
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1 What a fel - low-ship, what a joy di-vine, lean-ing on the ev-er-last-ing arms;
2 Oh, how sweel to walk in this pil-grim way, lean-ing on the ev-er-last-ing arms;
3 What have I  to dread, what have 1 to fear, lean-ing on the ev-er-last-ing arms?
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what a  bless-ed-ness, what a peace is mine, lean-ing on the ev-er-last-ing arms.
oh, how bright the path grows from day to day, lean-ing on the ev-er-last-ing arms.
I have bless-ed peace with my Lord so near, lean-ing on the ev-er-last-ing arms.
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Refrain
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lean - ing on Je - sus, lean - ing on Je - sus,

P: Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!
C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

ANNOUNCEMENTS

April 25th-26th Silent Auction — Jesus in Gethsemane acrylic
painting silent auction in the Narthex. 50% of proceeds will be
donated to committee of highest bidder’s choice.

April 26th Last Directory Picture Day — Today after the service is the
last day to have your picture taken for the directory!

May 4th Blood Drive — To schedule an appointment, contact Freida
Houldsworth at 563-355-1628 or Janene Anderson at 563-370-8710.

May 9t Men’s Prayer Breakfast at 8:00 a.m.

May 10t Muffins with Moms! Join us after the service on Mother’s
Day for muffins in the Lower Level!
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May 12th Photographing God’s Creation at 7:00 p.m. — Please join
Jay and Judie Brooks for a slideshow presentation of Costa Rica.
Free will donations accepted. Popcorn and lemonade will be provided
— all are welcome!

May 21st-22nd Rummage Sale: — If you would like to drop items off
for the sale or would like to volunteer to help, please contact Judy
Larson at 563-340-7902.

Attendance last week:
Saturday: 32 Sunday: 59 YouTube: 5 Total: 96

Year to Date Financial Summary:
Contributions: $64,524.45 Spending: $50,356.55 Balance: $14,167.90

Birthdays this week: 4/26 Anna Forari  4/27 Douglas Larson
4/30 Noa Hewlett

Anniversaries this week: There are no anniversaries this week.

Flowers this week: The flowers today are given by the Forari’s for
Anna’s birthday.

We livestream our services on YouTube each week to help
us worship together and stay connected even when we are
not at full health or out of town!

Youtube Link:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCzjngGF4g QWtn_12SqpL5Q

COMMEMORATIONS:

Catherine of Siena, theologian, died 1380

Wednesday, April 29, 2026

This theologian was the first woman among Roman Catholics to
receive the title "Doctor [teacher] of the Church." Catherine was a
Dominican sister known for her mystical visions as well as her work
on behalf of people who were poor and imprisoned.
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Philip and James, Apostles

Friday, May 1, 2026

Philip was one of the first disciples of Jesus, and called Nathanael to
‘come and see.” Little is known of James, the son of Alphaeus, called
“the Less” to distinguish him from another apostle named James.

Athanasius, Bishop of Alexandria, died 373

Saturday, May 2, 2026

Best remembered for defending the teaching that Christ was fully God
against those who taught otherwise, Athanasius was an influential
church leader around the time of the Council of Nicea. He was
banished from Alexandria five times for his forthright views.

Worship Assistants

April 26 9:00 AM Worship

Presider Bryce Hewlett, SAM
Assisting Minister Jason Forari

Reader Pat Larson

Acolyte Velvet Collison

Organist Linda Gross

Ushers Ryan Martin & Ellen Hogbin
Altar Guild Mary Meumann & Pat Larson
May 3 9:00 AM Worship

Presider Bryce Hewlett, SAM
Assisting Minister Shirley Richlen

Reader Judy Larson

Acolyte Eli Pessein

Music Minister Steve Abel

Ushers
Altar Guild

Dee Worley & Darryl Worley
Ellen Hogbin & Audrey Lovell
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INTO

PUT GOOD #

WORLD

®ImpactLife

St James Lutheran Church
Monday, May 4"
2:30pm - 5:30pm

Church Basement
1705 Oak Street, Bettendorf

To schedule an appointment, contact Frieda

Houldsworth at 563-355-1628 or Janene
Anderson at 563-370-8710

Group code: 028
Last date to donate elsewhere: 3/09/2026




23

Prayers for Healing and Support
Congregational Members
Ed Arp, Bev Chappen, Maxine Duhm, Sandy Henry,
Frieda Houldsworth, Jeryl Krumbholz, Jim Krumbholz,
LaVonne Mienke

Family and Friends
Amanda (friend of Melissa), Amelia (friend of Deb Crooks),
Annette & Rick (Steve & Sue Miller & Pat Sorenson’s sister
& brother-in-law), Brenda (Friend of Janene Anderson),
Donna (Ed Arp’s sister),

Drew (Pat Larson’s friend), Emmett (friend of Diana Worley),
Hattie (Frieda’s sister), Karen and Ed (Shirley’s Aunt and Uncle), Lylah
(friend of Noa), Mark (friend of Jason Forari), Michelle (friend of Joleen

& Erik Bakken), Phil (Steve Miller and Pat Sorensen’s brother), Stan
(relative of Fritz Voss), Steve (friend of Pat Larson), Wally (Frieda’s
nephew)

Those Whose Duty it is to Protect Others
Anthony Karasek (Judy Larson’s great nephew)

LT. Chris Tribble USN (Erik & Joleen Bakken’s friend).
CPT Eli Smith (Jerry and Myrna Mattly’s grandson)
Nathan Pearson USAF (Jenna & Kane Schmidt’s friend)
Tyler McLaughlin, First Responder (Family of Pat Larson)

In Memoriam
Lynn Chamberlain

If you need to add or remove someone from
the prayer list, please contact the church office.
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday
4/26 4/27 4/28 429 4/30 1 2
9AM NO 6-7PM 9-11AM 5PM
Worship QUILTING | Confirmation | Food Worship
6.8PMFood | oMY
11AM Pantry
Service at 11AM
Hope Service at
(Dixon) BHCC
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
9AM 2:30-5:30PM | 8AM 1PM Finance | 9-11AM 8AM Men's
Worship Blood Drive | Worship & | Mtg. Food Prayer
Music Mtg. Pantry Breakfast
4PM Social 6-8PM Food
Min. Mtg. Pantry 5PM
Worship
10 1" 12 13 14 15 16
9AM 4PM Property | 6-7PM 9-11AM 5PM
Worship Mtg. Confirmation | Food Worship
6.8PMFood | oY
10AM 7PM . Pantry
Muffins Prgtzgraphln 1AM
with Moms %regtiosn Service at
BHCC
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
9AM 1PM Sarah 6-8PM Food 9-11AM NO 5PM
Worship Circle Pantry Food Worship due
Pantry to Pentecost
10AM 11:30AM &
Council Mtg. : Confirmation
GANG Celebration




